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Executive Summary: Staff will present analyses
of educator preparation or licensing bills
introduced by Legislators. The analyses will
summarize current law, describe the bill
provisions, estimate costs and recommend
amendments, if applicable.

Recommended Action: Staff will recommend a
position in each bill analysis submitted for the
Commission’s consideration.

Presenters: Mary Armstrong, Director; Marilyn
Errett, Administrator

Strategic Plan Goal: 2
Support policy development related to educator preparation, conduct and professional growth

¢ Inform key legislators and policy makers on issues and ideas relevant to the Commission’s scope of action
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APPENDIX A

Legislative Guidelines
And
Possible Bill Positions
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LEGISLATIVE GUIDELINES OF THE

CALIFORNIA COMMISSION ON TEACHER

CREDENTIALING
Adopted February 3, 1995

The Commission supports legislation that proposes to maintain or establish high
standards for the preparation of public school teachers and other educators in
California and opposes legislation that would lower standards for teachers and
other educators.

The Commission supports legislation that proposes to maintain or establish high
standards of fitness and conduct for public school educators in California and
opposes legislation that would lower standards of fitness or conduct for public
school educators.

The Commission supports legislation that reaffirms that teachers and other
educators have appropriate qualifications and experience for their positions, as
evidenced by holding appropriate credentials, and opposes legislation that would
allow unprepared persons to serve in the public schools.

The Commission supports the maintenance of a thoughtful, cohesive approach to
the preparation of credential candidates and opposes legislation that would tend to
fragment or undermine the cohesiveness of the preparation of credential
candidates.

The Commission supports legislation that strengthens or reaffirms initiatives and
reforms that it previously has adopted and opposes legislation that would
undermine initiatives or reforms that it previously has adopted.

The Commission supports alternatives to existing credential requirements that
maintain high standards for the preparation of educators and opposes alternatives
that do not provide sufficient assurances of quality.

The Commission opposes legislation that would give it significant additional
duties and responsibilities if the legislation does not include an appropriate source
of funding to support those additional duties and responsibilities.

The Commission supports legislation that affirms its role as an autonomous
teacher standards board and opposes legislation that would erode the
independence or authority of the Commission.
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Possible Bill Positions for Commission Consideration

The Commission may adopt a position on each bill considered for action. The following
chart describes the bill positions. The Commission may choose to change a position on a
bill at any subsequent meeting.

Sponsor: Legislative concepts are adopted by the Commission and staff is directed to find an author for the
bill and to aid the author’s staff by providing background information and seeking support for the bill.

Support: The Commission votes to support a bill and directs staff to write letters of support to Legislative
Committee members and to testify in support of the bill at Legislative Committee hearings. The
Commission’s support position will be recorded in the Legislative Committee’s bill analysis. If the bill is
successful in the Legislature, staff writes letters of support to the Governor.

Support if Amended: The Commission expresses support for the overall concept of a bill, but objects to
one or more sections. The Commission votes to direct staff to contact the author with suggested
amendments. If the bill is amended to reflect the Commission’s recommendations, the Commission’s
position automatically becomes “Support.”

Seek Amendments: The Commission expresses concern over one or more sections of the bill and votes to
direct staff to contact the author with suggested amendments. If the bill is amended to reflect the
Commission’s recommendations, staff will inform the Commission at a subsequent meeting and ask if the
Commission would like to adopt a new position.

Watch: The Commission expresses interest in the content of the bill but votes to direct staff to “watch” the
bill for future amendments or for further movement through the Legislative process. Early in the
Legislative session, the Commission may wish to adopt a “watch” position on bills that are not yet fully
formed.

Oppose Unless Amended: The Commission objects strenuously to one or more sections of the bill and
votes to direct staff to contact the author with suggested amendments. If the bill is not amended to reflect
the Commission’s recommendations, the Commission may vote to adopt an “Oppose” position at a
subsequent meeting. If the bill is amended to reflect the Commission’s recommendations, staff will inform
the Commission at a subsequent meeting and ask if the Commission would like to adopt a new position.

Oppose: The Commission expresses opposition to the overall concept of a bill and votes to direct staff to
write letters of opposition to Legislative Committee members and to testify in opposition to the bill at
Legislative Committee hearings. The Commission’s “oppose” position will be recorded in the Legislative
Committee bill analysis. If the bill is successful in the Legislature, staff writes letters of opposition to the

Governor.

No Position: The Commission may choose to delay taking a position on a bill and may vote to direct staff
to bring the bill forward at a subsequent meeting. The Commission may also choose to direct staff not to
bring the bill forward for further consideration.

LEG 4B-4 January 2010




